
June, 2009

Deor First Grode Porents.

Welcome to First Grodel Over the summer months, we would l ike to invite your child to
reod os mony books os he or she would l ike, To keep trock of progress, we hove
included o reoding log for your child to fi l l  out eoch time o book is f inished, Books reod
to your child con be included on the log,

Summer reoding is o proven method of encouroging reoding, Allowing your child to
self-select books helps develop enthusiosfic reoders. Teoch your child to use the "Five-

Finger Rule" when selecting books, lt is one of the best woys to test o book for
reodobil ity. The rule is os follows:

1. First choose the book you think you would like to reao.

2. Find a page of text somewhere in the middle of the book. Find a page
with lots of text (words) and few or no pictures.

3. Begin to read the page. l t  is best to read the page aloud or in a whisper
if possible while doing the test so you can hear the places where you have
difficulty.

4. Each t ime you come to a word you don't know, hold one f inger up.

5. lf you have all five fingers up before you get to the end of the page,
wave the book "good-by." lt is probably too difficult for you right now. Try it
again later in the year.

6. l f  you have no f ingers up when you f inish the page, then the book may
be too easy a read for you.

7. l f  you have less than f ive f ingers but more than one or two f ingers up
when you f inish reading the page, the book may be just what you need to
grow as a reader.

Hove o wonderful summer, enjoy your i ime together, ond we'l l  see you in August!

Sincerelv,

Mrs Rut ledge, 1A Mrs. Touscher,  I  B


